258 Recensiones |/ Book Reviews / Recenzje

Kowalczyk in seinem Buch die Konzepte der Freiheitsideen verschiede-
ner Philosophen von der Antike bis zur Gegenwart zusammengestellt.
Er will zeigen, in wie vielen Analysen die Idee der Freiheit verformt
und in Frage gestellt wird. So hat zum Beispiel Kant die Freiheit des
Menschen als Grundbedingung dessen Autonomie gegentiiber der dem
Determinismus unterliegenden Naturwelt unterstrichen, der Marxismus
dagegen die Freiheit in Frage gestellt und verkiindet, dass die entsche-
idende Rolle die biologischen und geschichtlich-sozialen Determinanten
spielen. Einerseits hat er die Freiheit versprochen, andererseits wurden
ganze Nationen dadurch zu Sklaven gemacht. Die Theorie des Determi-
nismus, die unter anderem durch Spinosa, Marx, Engels und Hegel ver-
treten wurde, neigt dazu, den Menschen nur noch als Werkzeug zu
verstehen. Der Liberalismus verteidigt dagegen mit Recht die Freiheit
des Einzelnen, allerdings eine der Wahrheit und der moralischen Werte
beraubte Freiheit. Die sensualistische Epistemologie und der extreme
Vitalismus lassen keinen Platz frei fiir die Anerkennung einer realen,
autonomen psychisch-geistigen Sphére in der menschlichen Natur. Der
gegenwirtige Neoliberalismus schliagt eine Relativitdt der Werte und
Moralnormen vor. Aber der materielle Nutzen kann ja wohl kaum der
letzte Sinn des menschlichen Lebens sein. Die durch manche Atheisten
gepriesene Freiheit, Gott ablehnen zu kénnen, fithrt oft zur Versklavung
und zur Abhingigkeit von menschlichen Systemen oder materiellen
Giitern.

Die christliche Philosophie dagegen degradiert den Menschen gerade
nicht, wenn sie von Gott spricht, sie macht ihn nicht 4rmer, sondern
weist ihn auf seine Verantwortung hin.

Dariusz KOSTRZ

Andrzej WALICKI, Polskie zmagania z wolnoscia [Polish
Troubles in Freedom], Krakéw 2000, Universitas, 410 p.

Profesor Andrzej Walicki, born in 1930, is a historian of philosophy and
social thought connected with the so called ,Warsaw School of the
History of Ideas” prevalent during the 1960s. His field of specialization
is the history of Russian and Polish thought and also that of Marxist
philosophy. Until 1981, he was professor at the Institute of Philosophy
and Sociology PAN (Polish Academy of Science). During the time of
martial law, Walicki was in Australia as a visiting professor of the
Australian National University of Canberra. In 1986, he started
working at the University of Notre Dame in the USA as chief of the
chair of the history of ideas, where he continued to work until 1999, the
year of his retirement.
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He is the author of many books, the most important of which include:
W kregu konserwatywnej utopii. Struktura i przemiany rosyjskiego
stowianofilstwa, 1964 (1973 Italian trans., 1975 English, 1998 Ukraini-
an); The Controversy Over Capitalism. Studies in the Social Philosophy
of Russian Populists, Oxford 1969 (1971 Spanish translation, 1973
Italian, 1975 Japanese); Filozofia a mesjanizm. Studia z dziejéw filozofii
¢ mysli spolecznej romantyzmu polskiego, 1970; Rosyjska filozofia i mysl
spoteczna od Oswiecenia do marksizmu, 1973 (1979 English translation);
Philosophy and Romantic Nationalism. The Case of Poland, 1982; Legal
Philosophies of Russian Liberalism, 1987 (Polish trans. 1995); Marxism
and the Leap to the Kingdom of Freedom: The Rise and Fall of the
Communist Utopia, 1995 (1996 Polish trans.). His intellectual biography
Spotkania z Mitoszem 1985, in which he explains his works as intellec-
tual opposition against the communist regime is also very important. In
1998, he received from the Italian President the very prestigious Prize
of Balzan in the field of History.

The book, which I would like to present briefly — Polskie zmagania
z wolnosciq contains six chapters written in the last decade. In the first
,Crisis and Fall” of Real Socialism” Walicki presents his own interpreta-
tion of general Wojciech Jaruzelski's policy, the polish liberalism and
the particular history of the Polish intelligentsia. The next one
»Polemics Around the Recent History” is a very original contribution
into how to understand the PRL heritage. The third chapter ,Morality
and Politics” is an attempt to show how difficult it is to adopt moral
criteria in the valuation of the political-past.

A very important topic is presented in the next chapter ,Problems of
the Nation”, in which Walicki analyses the concept of patriotism and
asks whether liberal nationalism is, in fact, possible. In the same
chapter, the author tries to understand the link, between Poland
— Nation — Europe, and, finally, presents the person and the intellectual
heritage of Roman Dmowski.

For me the most interesting part of the book is the final one ,Pages
from My Diary” and ,Postscriptum” in which we get a very personal
account of the last two decades of the intellectual life of Andrzej
Walicki.

It seems to me that Polish intellectual life needs to confront the
thoughts and interpretations of Andrzej Walicki in order to rediscover
the real concept of freedom, which in the present time is too strongly
connected with the political discussion and orientations of the partici-
pants in the current debate.

Stanistaw OBIREK SJ



